PATCHWORK                                         "A"
S------G------had been so terrified, he told me,
of these seven students., themselves dedecked with
flowers by their less bold comrades, that he had let
them into my office before I arrived.
When I first came in and showed some surprise
and perhaps displeasure at finding them there, they
shuffled about and in a sudden access of politeness
and mutual affection to obtain mutual support, each
boy decided that he wanted to stand next to every
other boy and they started to gyrate in a couple of
concentric circles, spinning in opposite directions,
and hissing with humility.
The Moslems are much more often good-looking
than the Hindus; and this deputation was of bonny-
faced people, who looked somehow, seen separately
like this, younger, healthier, more manly than theit
wizened twenty-year-old coevals of the ageless
Hindu creed.
I suspect that old B------K------had told these
students what to say to me, and they had obviously
learnt some sort of speech by heart.
I let it rip for a minute or two and then I dismissed
them to their lectures and spent the whole of the
morning, after sacking R------ P------ and S------
B------, going from lecture room to lecture room
to make sure that my Moslem students were not
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